THE MOTHER WITH THE BOUND FEET

the bound feet had a dignity all her own. She
was eligible as a "number one" wife and free
from concubinage. What mattered to her the
dread, long years of suffering to accomplish
the maiming of her feet, if at the end she arrived
at the full franchise of eligibility to first marital
rights?

Now, it is not polite to make inquiries concern-
ing the family of a Chinese, and it seemed to me
that, despite my close companionship with Sun
Yat Sen, it would be hard to obtain in any courte-
ous way information as to whether or not the
mother of the great Reformer had bound feet.
To ask straight out, " Doctor, did your mother
have bound feet?" would be more indecorous than
to ask of an American or English friend of high
dignity and propriety, "Say, did your deceased
mother lace tightly ?'>

However, I thought, finally, of a way of obtain-
ing the information without running the risk of
hurting Sun's feelings.

I had the picture with me. It was one taken from
a book that Sun had given me, a copper-plate illus-
tration, and perhaps the only one now in existence.

I first asked Sun some general questions con-
cerning the family group, who they were and so
forth, and finally, pointing to his mother's picture,
I said:
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